Human fetal development of the hepato-pancreatic duct junction--a possible explanation of congenital dilatation of the biliary tract.
Review of 20 cases of congenital dilatation of the common bile duct in childhood showed an association with anomalous choledocho-pancreatic junction in 8. Study of human fetuses showed that the choledocho-pancreatic junction was outside the wall of the duodenum before 8 wk gestation and moved inward and towards the duodenal lumen as age advanced. Arrest of this migration can explain the formation of the anomalous junction. Normal formation of the sphincter of Oddi may also be affected by this process, and lead to functional obstruction and dilatation of the common bile duct.